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OMAHA AREA DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE 1970-80 
components of Change in sarpy county 
By Roger Corbin 
This is the third issue of the 
Review of Applied Urban Research 
devoted to the fmdings of the 1980 
Census of Population and Housing. 
Data currendy available include 
population and housing counts and 
population differentiated by race 
and Spanish origin. More detailed 
data (age specific, sex specific, etc.) 
are not yet available but should 
be released by the Census Bureau 
in late autumn or early winter. 
CAUR will report these more 
detailed data in the Review as they 
become available. The author is 
appreciative of the comments made 
by Jack Ruff and David DiMartino. 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE in Sarpy County has been dramatic for the 
past several decades. From each period 
from 1950 through 1970 the county 
at least doubled in population. In 1980 
however, with the 1970 base number of 
66,200, the dramatic rate of gain of the 
previous decades simply could not be 
maintained. (See Table 1.) The recorded 
growth in the 1970's nevertheless was 
very significant with a gain of 19,815 or 
29.9 percent, numerically larger than 
the 1950-1960 increase. 
Sarpy County's gain included a natural 
increase of 12,016 births over deaths and 
a net in-migration of 7, 797. The increase 
in population over 1970 due to residential 
mobility was 11.8 percent. The net 
natural increase of 12,016 resulted from 
14,488 births and 2,472 deaths.l 
The residential mobility component 
of this growth, an increase of 7, 797, is 
particularly interesting when compared to 
Douglas County which had a negative 
residential mobility component (a 26,800 
decrease) and Pottawattamie County with 
a negative component of movement 
(a 7,000 decrease). In spite of the 26,800 
loss in Douglas County, the natural 
increase kept the percentage change from 
1970-1980 at 2.2 percent or 8,429. 
General Growth Trends 
The pattern of demographic change in 
Sarpy County indicated that the major 
growth took place along the 84th Street 
corridor where the communities of 
Papillion and LaVista are situated. Also, 
substantial growth occurred west of these 
communities along Interstate 80 and 
parallel to Highway 50. This area (1970 
Census Tract 106.00) gained 10,220 
residents from 1970-1980, experiencing 
a 75.7 percent increase and accounting 
for 51.5 percent of the county's popu-
lation increase. (See Table 2 and Map 1.) 
Other substantial areas of change 
Map 1. Census Tracts of Sarpy County, Nebraska, 1970 
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TABLE 1 
POPULATION CHANGE IN SARPY COUNTY 
1940-1980 
1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 
Population 10,835 15,693 31,281 66,200 86,015 
Numerical change 
from previous census -- 4,858 15,588 34,919 19,8 15 
Percent of change 
from previous census - - 44.8% 99.3% 111.6% 29.9% 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 2 
COMPONENTS OF CHANGE IN SARPY COUNTY 
(By Tract, 1970-1980} 
1970 1980 Numerical Percentage 
Census 1970 Census 1980 Change Change 
Tracts Population Tracts Population 1970-1980 1970-1980 
2,012 101.01 4,186 2,174 108.1 
101 .02 11,942 15,276* 3,334 27.9 
101.03 4,667 
101.04 2.343 
101.05 3.472 
101.06 4,794 
102.00 1.424 2,856* 1.432 100.6 
102.01 1,604 
102.02 1,252 
8.645 103.01 12.216 3,571 41.3 
5,195 103.02 3,357 ·1,838 -35.4 
104.00 7,941 7.431* -510 -6.4 
104.01 3,325 
104.02 4.106 
105 10,715 12,969* 2,254 21.0 
105.01 4,598 
105.02 4,977 
105.03 3,394 
106.0 13,503 23,723* 10,220 75.7 
106.01 9,690 
106.02 8,738 
106.03 5,295 
107.0 2,319 4,001 1,682 72.5 
*Denotes cumulative numbers. Since most 1970 tracts were split to form 1980 tracts, the 
1980 tract populations were aggregated to equal 1970 tract areas for comparative purposes. 
Map 2. Census Tracts of Sarpy County, Nebraska, 1980 
Source U S Bu,e~u ol Centut, 1t80 
included northeast Sarpy County, particu-
larly Census Tract 101.01 (Map 2) west 
of and parallel to Highway 73-75. This 
area gained 2,174 residents for an 
increase of 108 percent. Additional 
growth occurred in· the north portion of 
Bellevue and the nearby residential sub-
divisions immediately adjacent to Fonte-
nelle Forest outside the Bellevue city 
limits. 
Notable change also occurred at Offutt 
Air Force Base and in the Capehart 
housing area and its environs. While 
Offutt Air Force Base personnel decreased 
dramatically from 5,195 to 3,357 (a 
decrease of 1,838 or 35.4 percent), 
Census Tract 103.01 where Capehart is 
located gained 3,571 or 41.3 percent. 
This change was due in part to the large 
amount of development around Capehart, 
to probable decreases in housing units 
(elimination of some Wherry units), and 
a decrease in household size on the base 
proper resulting from more families 
moving off base. Also, the national 
trend of decreased household size due to 
reductions in the birthrate proportionally 
affected the base. 
Black Population 
The Census in Sarpy County has 
never recorded substantial numbers of 
blacks. The 1980 Census indicated that 
Sarpy County had a total of 3,756 
blacks, a numerical increase from 1970 
of 2,271. Although this represented a 
65.4 percent increase, the proportional 
increase of blacks to the total population 
increased from 2.23 to 4.37 percent of 
the total population, a 2.14 percentage 
point increase. 
The tract changes reflected patterns 
somewhat different from the general 
growth trends. Northeast Sarpy Countv 
(Census Tract 101.1) experienced a 
large increase in black residents, gaining 
323 blacks over the 1970 figure of 
14. This tract was 8 percent black at 
the time the census was taken. Several 
other tracts, notably those in south 
Bellevue (Census Tracts 104.01-104.02), 
gained enough black population to bring 
them to approximately 5 percent of the 
total. 
While Census Tract 103.02 (Offutt 
Air Force Base) lost black population (83 
persons), the percent of total increased 
from 12.4 to 16.7 percent. Census Tract 
103.01 (the area around Capehart) 
changed most dramatically from 352 to 
1,235 or 883 black residents. (See Table 
3.) 
The Papillion-LaVista area showed 
little percentage change with the greatest 
number of blacks (206) living in and 
around the city of LaVista. 
Spanish Origin/Other Minorities 
The definition of persons of Spanish 
origin2 changed substantially between 
the 1970 and 1980 Census. Therefore, 
comparative data are not shown in 
Sarpy County by tract for the 1970 to 
1980 Census counts. The data in Table 4 
indicate that no high concentrations 
(U.S. average is 6.4 percent of total 
population) of persons of Spanish origin 
exist in the county. The census tracts 
TABLE 3 
BLACK POPULATION CHANGE IN SARPY COUNTY 
(By Tract, 1970-1980} 
1970 1970 1970 1980 1980 1980 
Census Black Percentage Census Black Percentage 
Tracts Population Black Tracts Populations Black 
14 .7 101.01 337 8.0 
101.02* 141 1.2 650* 4.2 
101.03 125 2.6 
101.04 137 5.8 
101.05 175 5.0 
101.06 213 4.4 
102.0* 37 2.6 43* 1.5 
102.01 38 2.3 
102.02 5 .4 
352 4.1 103.01 
642 12.4 103.02 1,235 10.1 
559 16.7 
104.0* 128 1.6 372* 5.0 
104.01 196 5.9 
104.02 176 4.3 
105.0* 94 .9 276* 2 .1 
105.01 206 4.5 
105.02 29 .5 
105.03 41 1.2 
106.00* 77 .6 276* 1.1 
106.01 197 2.0 
106.02 60 .6 
106.03 19 .3 
107.00* - - 8 .2 
*Denotes 1970 tract only. Most 1970 tracts were split to form 1980 tracts. A 1980 aggre-
gate population is shown in 1970 tracts for same area comparison purposes. 
TABLE 4 
PERSONS OF SPAN ISH ORIGIN AND ALL 
OTHER MINORITIES OTHER THAN BLACK* 
IN SARPY COUNTY BY TRACT IN 1980 
All Minorities 
1980 Persons of Percent Other Than Black* Percent 
Tract Spanish Origin of Tract or Spanish Origin of Tract 
101.01 207 4.9 221 5.2 
101 .03 76 1.6 88 1.8 
101.04 70 3.0 75 3.2 
101 .05 83 2.4 87 2.5 
101.06 109 2.3 151 3.1 
102.01 15 0.9 31 1.9 
102.02 7 0.6 16 1.2 
103.01 576 4.7 718 5.8 
103.02 192 5.7 254 7.5 
104.01 108 3.2 152 4.5 
104.02 83 2.6 149 3.6 
105.01 153 3.3 128 2.7 
105.02 162 3.3 108 2.1 
105.03 51 1.5 53 1.5 
106.01 234 2.4 312 3.2 
106.02 108 1.2 93 1.0 
106.03 46 0.9 59 1.1 
107.00 38 0.9 18 0.4 
Sarpy County Percent of county Percent of county 
Total 2,318 2.6 2.713 3. 1 
*Includes American Indians, Eskimos and Aleuts, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and all others. 
Page 3 
(Map 2) contammg the highest percent 
of persons of Spanish origin were 5. 7 
percent in Census Tract 103.02 (Capehart 
and vicinity) and 4.7 percent in Census 
Tract 103.01 (Offutt Air Force Base). 
One other small concentration exists in 
Census Tract 101.01 (northeast Sarpy 
County). The same pattern exists for all 
other minorities other than black. This 
population group contains American 
Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts, Asians, Pacific 
Islanders, and others. A small concen-
tration of minorities other than black, 
exists however, in the south part of 
Bellevue (Tracts 104.01 and 104.02) . 
Summary 
The results of the 1980 Census con-
firmed the continued rapid population 
growth in Sarpy County. The pattern of 
change indicated the greatest growth was 
along the 84th Street corridor near 
Papillion and LaVista, with notable 
increased growth around Capehart and 
portions of northeast Sarpy County. 
Black population, while not significant 
to the total, continued to increase but 
without distinct patterns of concentra-
tion. Several small concentrations of 
persons of Spanish origin or other 
minorities were found. 
1 These data were available only at the 
aggregate level as no counterpart exists to the 
Omaha/Douglas County Health Department 
collecting data at the tract level in Sarpy 
County. Research attempts to gather this 
information were unsuccessful. 
2The 1970 Census definition of Spanish 
origin (heritage} was based on meeting only 
one of three criteria: 1 l Spanish language, 
2} Spanish surname, 3} Spanish origin or 
descent. The 1970 count was also based on 
sample data. The 1980 definition was inter-
preted by the person making out the form and 
was based on actual count. 
ANNEXATIONS CHANGE 
OMAHA POPULATION 
In August, 1981, the Census Bureau 
certified new population counts for 
the City of Omaha at 314 ,255 , and 
Douglas County at 397,038. The Omaha 
City Planning Department has released 
a new, unofficial population total reflect-
ing the recent annexation of nine areas 
into the city. Effective on August 13, 
1981, the annexations added 4,244 
persons to the certified Census Bureau 
total for an Omaha population of 
318,499. The annexation figures exclude 
the residents of Mockingbird and Country 
Club, two areas which are contesting 
the city 's actions. 
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